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County Agent’s Notes:

September 17, 2000

Attala County is still “country”.
By: Dr. Ernie Flint, Area Agent/Agriculture
The English language is very confusing, changing constantly with time. Technical words stay
about the same, but words that describe our lives and experiences change constantly. This fact is likely one
of the main reasons people from other cultures find English so difficult to master. The word “country” has
a wide range of both specific and subtle meanings. On the “left” it can be a negative term, referring to the
uncultured and lesser-desirable, while on the “right” it can generate emotions that bring patriotic tears to
our eyes.
Somewhere in the mid-range of meaning, the word country paints pastoral scenes in our minds,
with wide fields and winding roads, glistening frosty mornings and fall color no artist can capture on
canvas. To most of us country means nostalgic ties to family and friends, and to events and times that
have framed the picture in which we see ourselves.
Country is not just real estate to be bought and sold. History shows that land really does not
“belong” to anyone; we only “own” it for a short while and then it passes on to some unknown future. True
enough, we leave our mark on it, but even this will disappear in time. Our task is to care for the land as
best we can during our time, leaving it as nearly as possible the way we found it.
Much of the world today is becoming urbanized, with endless stretches of homes, highways, and
malls, but Attala County is in many ways as it was before it was settled, little more than two hundred years
ago. In real time, this area was the home of native Americans just a very short time ago. Our forebears
occupied this land in its natural state, little changed since the time of Creation. The last two hundred years
have seen many changes, but today the land is healing itself for the future.
Environmentalism is a big issue today, in fact it has become an industry within itself. Countless
organizations have sprung up to voice concerns over this or that environmental issue, and no doubt some of
this emphasis has lead to positive changes and increased awareness. However, the best ways to protect the
environment have always been evident; leave it alone whenever possible, and when changes are necessary
work with nature rather than against it.
Concern for the environment is not new, but lately it has been used to leverage agendas that are
related but not dependent on the environment. Weather is a good example of this. The warmer weather we
have seen recently has visited many times in the past, but seldom enough for people to forget. This warm
cycle is being attributed to environmental changes caused by pollutants, and the presence of these
pollutants is blamed on agriculture, industrialization, internal combustion engines, and a dozen other things.
Certainly this may be partially true. It’s a so-called “half-truth”, when in fact the Earth is its own polluter
through volcanic activity, fire, and other natural events. Cattle and other animals have even been blamed
for contributing to the problem through the production of methane gas, but no comment is heard about all
the methane produced by swamps and wetlands the world over.
The “ozone hole” has become another rallying cry, when in truth we have little if any evidence
that this is not a cyclic phenomenon that repeats itself over and over through the ages. Only during the last
few years have we been capable of monitoring such things, so how can we now state that this is a
progressive problem that spells disaster? In any other field of study, a conclusion like this would be
discounted as “junk science”, but we have been taught to fear it when in fact the situation may reverse itself
as mysteriously as it appeared.
Agriculture has been the “whipping boy” for many environmental issues. However, instead of
working with agriculture to solve the few significant problems it has, we have chosen to legislate and
regulate farmers out of business. As farmers go broke and land changes to forests or shopping malls lands
in other parts of the world are being cleared to replace what is lost to production in the United States.

Much of this new land is in some of the most ecologically sensitive areas on Earth. The only difference is
that much of the newly cleared land is in areas where environmental regulation is a minor issue.
One of the best environmental measures is to make productive land even more productive through
improved practices and technology. When this is done, more land is not needed, and rainforests and
wetlands do not need to be farmed. Sadly however, we do not allow American farmers to be profitable
enough to move forward rapidly in the adoption of technology. Instead, they are kept in a constant
struggle for financial survival.
There is little doubt that recent extremely dry and hot weather will force more farmers out of
business. More agricultural land will be removed from production, and much of it will be indirectly
blamed on global warming and other environmental issues. More land will be cleared for farming
somewhere else, but then it will be out of sight and out of mind. The result will actually be that our
country (there’s that word again) will find itself less self-sufficient and more dependent on imports of food
and fiber, an agenda that is becoming more obvious with each passing year. This agenda certainly cannot
be blamed on the American farmer.
In my lifetime, we have been told that life is not as precious as we once thought, that worshipping
God is not politically correct, that individuals really don’t need to be able to defend themselves, and that
there are certain things we should not say or even think. Most of us know that these ideas go counter to our
fundamental beliefs, but the erosion of ideas has happened so slowly that we have taken little notice. We
have been preoccupied with accumulating wealth and living the “American dream.” Isn’t it strange that
the quest for self-satisfaction has kept us occupied while the real American dream is fast disappearing.
Perhaps I should stick to writing about cotton, fruit trees, pastures, and fire ants; and I will return
to that soon enough, however I can’t avoid thinking about how great this country might be if we could face
our problems together and work through them logically. Instead we rush from one extreme to another like
chickens in a pen when a hawk flies over. Together we can lick a hawk, but we need to stop and face the
problem.

